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1 — EPA: Dig Up San Jacinto Waste Pits, Baytown (Tx) Sun, 10/12/17 

http://baytownsun.com/news/article_76b2c5a4-aef2-11e7-a702-376c4eed43a9.html 
After years of fighting for removal of the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, environmental activists and residents can 
breathe a little easier now knowing they are one step closer to getting the pits removed, as the Environmental 
Protection Agency approved just that Wednesday. 
 
2 — EPA OKs plan to rid toxics from waste pits, Houston Chronicle, 10/12/17 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/EPA-OKs-plan-to-rid-toxics-from-waste-pits-
12271520.php 

The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday approved a plan to permanently remove tons of toxics from the 
San Jacinto Waste Pits - a Superfund site that was heavily flooded and began to leak cancer-causing dioxin into the 
river after Hurricane Harvey. 
 
3 — Following Obama-Era Guidance, EPA Orders San Jacinto Waste Pits Removed, Houston Press, 10/12/17 

http://www.houstonpress.com/news/epa-opts-to-remove-dioxin-filled-san-jacinto-waste-pits-9868203 

With three days to go before the football game between Oklahoma University and University of Texas, the deadline 
Pruitt set when he visited the San Jacinto Waste Pits and other Houston-area sites after Hurricane Harvey rolled 
through town last month, and the EPA has indeed made a decision on the fate of the pits. 
 

4 — Oil producers float their own ideas to clean up Bird Creek at EPA hearing, Tulsa World, 10/12/17 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/oil-producers-float-their-own-ideas-to-clean-up-bird/article_fbf2c637-
fb22-5f00-b238-a71cb902de43.html 
Pump it out, flush it and then see what happens: That’s how to get to the bottom of the Bird Creek mystery saline 
spill, according to presentations from oil producers Wednesday at a Environmental Protection Agency public hearing 
in Tulsa. 
 
5 — Repairs to ruptured crude oil line near Cushing expected to be completed Wednedsay, Tulsa World, 10/11/17 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/repairs-to-ruptured-crude-oil-line-near-cushing-expected-
to/article_9985846c-c3b6-542a-b62c-fe472e465049.html 
Repairs to a 16-inch crude oil pipeline that was ruptured by a construction crew near Cushing were expected to be 
completed Wednesday, a company spokesman said. However, the amount of oil that spilled is still not known. 
 

6 — Clean Power Plan repeal likely will have little effect in Oklahoma, The Oklahoman, 10/12/17 

http://newsok.com/clean-power-plan-repeal-likely-will-have-little-effect-in-oklahoma/article/5567369 

The Environmental Protection Agency's efforts to repeal the Clean Power Plan likely will have little effect on 
Oklahoma, the state's largest utility companies said Monday. 
 
7 — Industry Reacts to Clean Power Plan Repeal, Product Design & Development, 10/12/17 
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https://www.pddnet.com/news/2017/10/industry-reacts-clean-power-plan-repeal 
At an event on Monday meant to encourage an end to “the war on coal,” Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt announced plans to roll back the Obama-era Clean Power Plan, beginning a long pivot in an 
industry where many companies are already committed to alternate energy sources. 
 
8 — Failures of floating-roof oil tanks during Harvey raise concerns, Houston Chronicle, 10/12/17 
http://www.houstonchronicle.com/business/energy/article/Failures-of-floating-roof-tanks-during-Harvey-12269513.php 

As Hurricane Harvey swept across the Houston area, torrential waves of rain built on top of crude oil storage tanks at 
Valero Energy's Houston refinery, causing one of the roofs that float atop the oil to flip almost on its side and release 
more than 235,000 pounds of toxic vapors and other pollutants into the atmosphere. 
 
9 — Trump’s pro-coal agenda is a blow for clean air efforts at Texas' Big Bend park, The Guardian, 10/12/17 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/11/trumps-pro-coal-agenda-is-a-blow-for-clean-air-efforts-at-
texas-big-bend-park 

Big Bend national park is Texas at its most cinematic. It is also among the most remote places in the state. So far from 
anywhere, it might seem an unlikely location to be scarred by air pollution. Yet for decades its stunning vistas have 
been compromised by poor air quality that Texas, working with the federal EPA, is supposed to address. 
 
10 — Five of six Rio Grande dams have ‘urgent’ safety concerns, San Antonio Express-News, 10/12/17 
http://www.expressnews.com/news/local/article/Five-of-six-Rio-Grande-dams-have-urgent-12270941.php 

A five-year safety study of dams along the U.S.-Mexico border done at the behest of the International Boundary and 
Water Commission has revealed disturbing conditions. 
 
11 — EDITORIAL: As climate changes, San Antonio gets hotter, San Antonio Express-News, 10/12/17 
http://www.expressnews.com/opinion/editorials/article/As-climate-changes-San-Antonio-gets-hotter-12271039.php 

San Antonio is not immune from climate change. As the Earth has warmed over the past century, San Antonio has 
warmed right along with it. Since the 1880s, temperatures in the Alamo City have risen about 2.4 degrees, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has reported. 
 
12 — Board grants OKC permit for Kiamichi water, The Oklahoman, 10/12/17 
http://newsok.com/board-grants-okc-permit-for-kiamichi-water/article/5567678 
Oklahoma City is closer to securing water needed to sustain long-term growth — but a decision to grant a permit for 
southeastern Oklahoma water did not sit well with some residents of the region. 
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EPA: Dig Up San Jacinto Waste P its
By Chr istopher  J ames chr istopher.james@baytownsun.com | Posted: Thur sday, October  12, 2017
12:00 am

After years of fighting for removal of the San Jacinto River
Waste Pits, environmental activists and residents can breathe
a little easier now knowing they are one step closer to getting
the pits removed, as the Environmental Protection Agency
approved just that Wednesday.

“Today, we are announcing our decision to ensure the San
Jacinto site is cleaned up for the benefit of the entire
community,” said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. “As
exemplified today, EPA is prioritizing Superfund cleanup by
making decisions in a decisive, timely manner. The San
Jacinto Waste Pits site was added to the  National Priority
List nearly a decade ago, and I am pleased to announce a
decision has been made to permanently address the highly
toxic materials to ensure health and safety in the surrounding
communities.”

The selected remedy is full removal, and will “protect human
health and the environment by removing highly contaminated
material from the site and securing less contaminated areas.”

The EPA’s cleanup plan includes installing engineering
controls such as cofferdams before excavating almost
212,000 cubic yards of dioxin-contaminated material for
disposal. A small amount of material will stay on the site,
where controls will prevent access, eliminate off-site
migration and monitor the natural recovery into the future.
The estimated cost for the remedy is $115 million.

“It’s so surreal,” said Jacquelyn Young of the Texas Health and
Environmental Alliance. “I have countless community
members, my father included, saying we’re not going to live
to see the end of this. And I couldn’t help but get choked up
making that phone call to my dad and making the first few
calls to our residents letting them know this site that has
plagued your neighborhood for so long is going to be taken
care of. It’s just incredible.”

San Jacinto Waste Pits

The cleanup plan to address highly toxic
dioxin contamination at the San Jacinto
Waste Pits Superfund site in Harris County,
Texas has been approved. The selected
remedy will protect human health and the
environment by removing highly
contaminated material from the site and
securing less contaminated areas. The plan
provides certainty to people living near the
site by permanently addressing risk posed
by the contamination. It also provides
certainty to other economic interests
including the businesses that rely on the San
Jacinto River for navigation and the
Interstate-10 transportation corridor.“Today,
we are announcing our decision to ensure
the San Jacinto site is cleaned up for the
benefit of the entire community,” said EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt. “As exemplified
today, EPA is prioritizing Superfund clean-
up by making decisions in a decisive, timely
manner. The San Jacinto Waste Pits site was
added to the  National Priority List nearly a
decade ago, and I am pleased to announce a
decision has been made to permanently
address the highly toxic materials to ensure
health and safety in the surrounding
communities.”EPA’s cleanup plan includes
installing engineering controls such as
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The EPA’s final cleanup plan, called a Record of Decision,
addresses comments on the proposed plan concerning the
risk of water spreading dioxin contamination downstream by
installing controls such as cofferdams to allow for dry
excavation of the waste material.

The EPA’s selected remedy will permanently address the
highly toxic dioxin waste materials, meets the federal
regulatory requirements of the National Contingency Plan for
cleanup of hazardous sites, and is protective of public health
and the environment, the agency said. EPA will release an
Administrative Record, which consists of all documents used
to support its selected remedy.

 “The hard work by County Attorney Vince Ryan and his staff has been remarkable,” said Jack Morman, Harris
County Commissioner Precinct 2. “Jackie Young, Galveston Bay Foundation and other activists have been
relentless in advocating for this solution and I’m thrilled the EPA made the right decision.” 

Over the years, elected officials have supported removal of the waste pits as leaks from the protective
temporary cap were reported time and time again. More recently, EPA dive teams reported collecting
samples after the flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey that showed that the protective cap over the waste pit
site “had been damaged and the underlying waste material was exposed.”  The EPA found that one of its
samples showed waste was exposed at a level 2,300 times recommended for cleanup. 

“I want to thank EPA Administrator Pruitt for this decision,” said County Attorney Ryan. “We appreciate that
he visited the San Jacinto site personally and that he had EPA personnel checking it out to discover the dioxin
exposure after the hurricane.”

The Superfund site, which is a set of impoundments, was built in the mid-1960s for disposing solid and liquid
pulp and paper mill wastes that are contaminated with cancer-causing dioxins and furans. In 2011, the
impoundments were covered with an armored cap as a temporary way to contain the contaminants.

The EPA’s decision, fully explained in the Record of Decision, is based on extensive studies of the
contamination, human health risks, and environmental risks of this site. 

In fact, in 2015, the Texas Department of State Health Services found a large number of cancer clusters in
parts of eastern Harris County, including Highlands, which border the Superfund site. 

The final cleanup plan also considers the ever-changing San Jacinto River—which encroaches on the site—
and protecting important downstream resources including the Galveston Bay estuary.

“I thank the EPA for making the right decision to remove the toxic waste pits out of the San Jacinto River,”
said Rep. Gene Green. “Our communities in eastern Harris County have been fighting for over a decade to
have the dioxin and other cancer-causing toxic waste fully removed and disposed of safely. We will be
monitoring the remediation process closely and call on the EPA to move as quickly as feasibly possible
before additional dioxin is exposed into the environment.” 

cofferdams before excavating almost
212,000 cubic yards of dioxin contaminated
material for disposal. A small amount of
material will stay on the site where controls
will prevent access, eliminate off-site
migration and monitor the natural recovery
into the future. The estimated cost for the
remedy is $115 million and is cost-
effective; representing a reasonable value
for the cost incurred. 



10/12/2017 EPA: Dig Up San Jacinto Waste Pits - BaytownSun.com: News

http://baytownsun.com/news/article_76b2c5a4-aef2-11e7-a702-376c4eed43a9.html?mode=print 3/3

Last year the EPA proposed a plan to remove 202,000 cubic yards of contaminated material from the
northern and southern impoundments. 

This original proposal was to remove a majority of the existing cap along with 152,000 cubic yards of
contaminated materials. The remedy for the northern site was estimated to take 19 months at a price of $87
million.

As for the southern site, the EPA proposed removing 50,000 cubic yards of toxic materials, which would
have cost $9.9 million and take about seven months.    

But with the EPA recently approving a more effective solution to the waste pits, changes in the construction
method will effectively eliminate any potential for spreading contamination to downstream areas. The $97
million proposed plan outlined wet excavation of material. 

“Galveston Bay Foundation applauds the EPA’s decision to require removal of the dioxin-laden wastes from
the San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site at I-10 in Channelview,” said Scott Jones with Galveston Bay
Foundation. “It ends a lengthy period of debate on the future of the waste at the site and will result in final
remediation and cleanup for the site.” 

“This is a welcome step forward,” said Kara Cook-Schultz, TexPIRG Toxics Director. “It is great that the EPA
is removing toxic chemicals to keep them from ever running free into the San Jacinto River. This is a strong
signal that the EPA is willing to fix a deadly problem. But it’s not the only site at risk. The next step is for
EPA to remove toxic soil at other flood-prone sites in Texas and around the country.”

•   •   •   •   •   •

McGinnes Industr ial Maintenance Cor p. statement

Although many elected officials, residents and activists are praising the EPA’s decision to remove toxic
contaminants from the waste pits, McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corp., a potentially responsible party, is
concerned with the plan. 

“We cannot support a plan for the site that provides less protection to all affected communities than the
existing cap already has provided,” MIMC said Wednesday. “We are deeply concerned that the decision
announced today could result in a release to the San Jacinto River and downstream areas. We disagree with
EPA’s claim that the local or downstream areas can be protected during removal. We will review U.S. EPA’s
Record of Decision in its entirety.” 
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EPA OKs plan to r id toxics from
waste pits
Harvey damage expedites $115M cleanup of Superfund site on San
Jacinto River
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Hundreds of families in riverfront neighborhoods east of Houston fear that massive flooding has poisoned their land and
fouled their wells with sewage, industrial pollution and toxic sediment from the region's most notorious Superfund site -
the San Jacinto Waste pits. (Drone video taken by: Greg Moss)

Media: Houston Chronicle

The Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday approved a plan to permanently remove
tons of toxics from the San Jacinto Waste Pits - a Superfund site that was heavily flooded and
began to leak cancer-causing dioxin into the river after Hurricane Harvey.

The plan, which comes after years of litigation and citizen activism that built public support for
permanently removing the pits from the river's path, includes installing cofferdams to prevent
release of the pollutants before excavating and removing an estimated 212,000 cubic yards of
dioxin-contaminated waste.

The decision comes only two weeks after the EPA confirmed that a concrete cap used to cover
the pits since 2011 had sprung a leak during Harvey's floods. An EPA dive team found dioxin in
sediment in a concentration of more than 70,000 nanograms of dioxin per kilogram of soil - more
than 2,300 times the EPA standard for cleanup.

The extent of damage caused by the latest dioxin release remains unknown. But flooding of the
Superfund site prompted the EPA's Scott Pruitt to visit the river and move up a decision on the
proposed cleanup plan that had been pending for about a year. The estimated cost is $115
million, the EPA announced.

  00:00 01:09   
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Harris County Attorney Vince Ryan said the finding that dioxin was exposed at the waste pits
during the flooding was "frightening proof" that the EPA needed to act soon before another storm
causes even more damage.

"What we had from Hurricane Harvey was a rain event. Had the storm hit closer to Harris
County, we would have experienced high winds and storm surge," Ryan said.

Jackie Young, a Houston-based organizer and grass-roots activist who grew up near the pits and
has spent six years fighting for cleanup, described the decision as an "enormous victory."

IMAGE 1 OF 7
Contaminants from the flooded San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site site pose a potential health risk.

Photo: Michael Ciaglo, Staff
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"We are sincerely appreciative that the EPA has chosen the only option that is protective of
public health and the environment," said Young. She noted that 50,000 people commented on
the EPA plan - and 94 percent supported cleanup.

It appears though that rather than a final solution, the plan will only unleash additional litigation
from at least one of three companies involved in the cleanup. A spokesman for McGinnes
Industrial Maintenance Corp. announced Wednesday that company will oppose removal.

"We cannot support a plan for the site that provides less protection to all affected communities
than the existing cap already has provided," the company said. "We are deeply concerned that
the decision announced today could" harm the San Jacinto River and downstream areas.

"We disagree with EPA's claim that the local or downstream areas can be protected during
removal," the company spokesman said.

Tasked with cleanup

The San Jacinto River, one of Houston's largest rivers, becomes the Houston Ship Channel and
flows into Galveston Bay - a major center for recreational and commercial fishing. It was in the
bay in the 1990s that state park employees began to find extremely high levels of dioxin in fish
they tested. The Channelview site of the waste pits, which had been used to store paper mill
waste until the 1960s, was then rediscovered in 2005. Over the years the pits had become
partially submerged by the river.

In 2008, the pits were added to the EPA's National Priority List as a Superfund site. Three
companies were tasked with cleanup - McGinnes Industrial Maintenance, which once operated
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the pits, its parent company Waste Management of Texas, and International Paper Inc., the
current owners of Champion Paper mill, which contracted to send its waste to the pits in 1960s.

In 2011, part of the approximately 14-acre site was capped with a concrete barrier. Over time,
companies overseeing cleanup added other coverings and some 59,000 tons of stone that they
claimed would secure the site.

But that same year, the Harris County Attorney's Office sued the companies involved in the
cleanup, seeking compensation for damages to the environment from dioxin releases. In 2014,
the county won a $29.2 million settlement from Waste Management Inc. and McGinnes
Industrial Maintenance Corp. Champion was found not responsible for releases by a jury.

Yet over the years, dioxin has continued to leak from the pits, county officials and researchers
say. Research by the University of Houston's Hanadi Rifai in 2011 and 2012 found hotspots of
dioxin in sediments in the river and further downstream that she linked to paper mill waste.

A ' loaded gun'

The pits already have provoked other civil lawsuits from area residents and fishermen who fear
that both the environment and area neighborhoods already have been poisoned. One pending
case involves 600 area residents who have lived or owned property along the river in
neighborhoods near the pits in Baytown, Channelview and Highlands.

Though the pits were originally on the riverbanks, over time the river has flooded the site
numerous times. In a 2014 report, Samuel Brody of Texas A&M University concluded that the

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CD30zDW7fWdCNK4iL3QGZ-r3ICrac0bVIkIC8iYkFwI23ARABILvjhyRgyYajh9SjgBCgAdD475kDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOZBKoEmwJP0KPPNh3HwBAIJqvXo_OVvVmkNtmfv0KUFs5e45Z9CNBb3wdxCjYiWpA_4sG82argcNAYusvITNs-p7Ib5j0SscRZqdkdvMpC1IY3XaCBlrXR7pYnU6usOrU54CVA1zLGntNc65DdmUkTqwy418WrimhWbRYjDvhMxwhwSitamCCOj6XpF04dbsj5nqb3Bpl3GkbFywGnnR7ee6ZbIUthrMg5w835BBd-qWrnBcPXUE1h1MfJQ_LQeMJl_u68oZLdeBjg15qMCY1So6oylfC08cV6MwKvAv3i_vzTcYl-v49UbBbYVsgWWkanbDC9dBTkVjfp73FPMKULsrqc65sEPTgT1DBSJvIy06KC0KzsSNQXN7DfaVlGQqjs4AQBoAYCgAeYh5BmqAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgBsQlf3RHZ9q1CKdgTAg&num=1&sig=AOD64_1ISIseKvXshx_ZUCaisFwG7ATpyA&client=ca-pub-1301581561755234&adurl=http://www.adyaclarity.com/presentation%3Futm_source%3DAdwords%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_term%3Dbottled%2520water%26utm_content%3DGDN%2520bottled%2520water
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pits remained vulnerable to a hurricane, storm surge and heavy rainfall. Brody called the site a
"loaded gun."

After Hurricane Harvey, the pits were entirely submerged by a fast-moving wall of floodwater
that carried away cover material and rocks and the orange buoys that mark the site. EPA
ultimately confirmed that dioxin had escaped again - and have promised further tests to gauge the
extent of the damage this time.

According to a joint release by Ryan and County Commissioner Jack Morman, who represents
the area, the EPA's decision will require the companies to pay for removal of the pits. Under the
plan, an estimated 152,000 cubic yards of material contaminated with dioxin will be removed
from the pits at the Interstate 10 bridge. The rest will be removed south of the bridge and all
those materials will be deposited "into a secure, stable, inland permitted facility." It's unclear how
long that process will take.

Lise Olsen

Investigative Reporter,
Houston Chronicle
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Oil producers oat their own ideas to clean up Bird Creek at EPA hearing
Companies hired own experts after feds ordered shutdowns of seven well sites

By Kelly Bostian Tulsa World  Oct 11, 2017 Updated 8 hrs ago

Pump it out, flush it and then see what happens: That’s how to get to the bo�om of the Bird Creek mystery saline spill, according to presentations from oil

producers Wednesday at a Environmental Protection Agency public hearing in Tulsa.

Three producers who were told by the EPA to shut down seven well sites cited conclusions by their own experts, and the EPA’s data, in saying they believe the

spill on the Chapman Ranch in Osage County was a one-time event as opposed to an ongoing issue, as asserted by the federal agency.

The producers not only countered the EPA’s theory but said agreement is near between the EPA, the landowner and at least two of the producers to pump out

and flush a “hot spot” in the creek.

While all three producers operate in the Bird Creek area, the contaminated site is not located on any of their leases, some of which are a mile from the stream.

“If it had been our lease we would have taken care of this problem when it first appeared a year ago,” David House, president of Jireh Resources, said in his

testimony.

“The methodology to arrest saltwater spills and correct these problems is well-established,” he said. “You go below the existing contaminated area, build a

temporary dam, bring in vac trucks and literally vacuum the water out of the creek. If necessary you actually remove the stream bed that has been

contaminated also. You flush the area with fresh water and continue monitoring to make sure no additional remediation is required.

“Had this been done a year ago, over a year ago now, we probably wouldn’t be here today.”

In August 2016, an oily sheen and dead fish and turtles were reported immediately downstream of a bridge near a house on the Chapman Ranch, located just

east of the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve.

EPA and the Bureau of Indian Affairs initially suspected a case of illegal dumping or a spill but could find no evidence of saltwater having run overland.

After some heavy rainfall the salinity persisted in the creek, and landowners expressed frustration with a lack of action on the part of EPA, Osage Nation and

BIA to determine a cause or clean up the site.

The Oklahoma Corporation Commission and state Department of Environmental Quality have no jurisdiction in Osage County, where the Osage Nation holds

all mineral rights.

Buy Now

John Tucker, attorney for Novy Oil & Gas Inc., displays a photo of a gauge for a production-
water injection well showing negative pressure during an EPA public hearing at the Tulsa
County Courthouse on Wednesday.  KELLY BOSTIAN/Tulsa World
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The EPA under new Administrator Sco� Prui� in May poured more resources into finding the source of the problem, and in August issued notices of Safe Water

Drinking Act violations to Warren American Co. and Jireh Resources, which are Tulsa-area limited liability companies, and Novy Oil & Gas Inc. of Goddard,

Kansas.

Warren initially complied with the order but resumed pumping a few weeks later so its own experts could perform tests, said Doug Norton, chief operation

officer for Warren American.

Jireh LLC decided to keep operating until it could see more data. Novy a�orney John Tucker said the company doubted it was responsible for the spill and that

further action was moot because its one named well was already set to be capped.

At the time, EPA Region 6 Administrator Sam Coleman said increased pressure from the wells operating in the area likely contributed to a long-term problem.

Combined injections from the wells may have pushed the underground reservoir to a sort of maximum capacity where all contributed to ongoing seepage.

All three operators countered that assertion Wednesday and said injection wells there run on a vacuum or on very low pressure that returns to zero when

injection pumps are paused. Operators take oil and water out and put the water back where it came from, they said.

“No water other than what has been produced has been put back into the reservoir. … More fluid is being taken out than is put back in,” said Lanny Woods,

vice president of Jireh Resources.

Warren American called on University of Tulsa professor Kerry Suble�e, who has examined saltwater spills and overseen remediation projects in Osage County

for nearly 25 years and consulted on remediation efforts worldwide. His conclusions supported the producers’ one-time-event theory.

“I won’t say it was a dump; I don’t think anyone can say yet what exactly happened, but the data I’ve seen is consistent for a one-time event,” Suble�e said in

an interview after the hearing.

Suble�e said a heavy concentration of saline could have easily se�led in the deep pools of the creek and remained there even after heavy rains and also, with

solar radiation, caused warm water to se�le at the bo�om of the water column.

Data cited at Wednesday’s hearing showed continually decreasing levels of saline in two deeper pools identified as hot spots. The pool that initially showed the

highest level, at 80,000 parts per million, recently dropped to levels considered “safe” below 1,000 ppm, Norton said.

Norton also said he learned Wednesday that Chapman Ranch landowners Bass Brothers Enterprises were open to the idea of pumping out the creek and

a�empting a flush it sometime soon.

“We offered to do it prior, Jireh and we have offered, but I just think they wanted the EPA to look into it,” Norton said during a break at the hearing. “I think

they just wanted to make sure it was the right thing to do.”

Suble�e’s involvement may be the factor that tips the scale, he said.

“I think with Dr. Suble�e recommending it that makes a difference; they know and trust him, so it’s not just our idea anymore,” he said.

Suble�e said that after examining the EPA data collected so far that he believes it is the next best step in investigating the mystery and, possibly, pu�ing an end

to it.

“I’m hoping they’ll pump that pool and that it will help them in figuring out what the source actually was,” he said.
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Repairs to ruptured crude oil line near Cushing expected to be completed Wednedsay
Excavation contractor working near Cushing complex ruptured line

By Michael Dekker Tulsa World  15 hrs ago

Related content link

Crude oil line ruptures near Cushing, but official says spill amount was not 'a bunch'

Buy NowThe pipeline spill occurred at the edge of the Cushing tank farm, one of the largest oil storage sites in the world. Tulsa World file

Repairs to a 16-inch crude oil pipeline that was ruptured by a construction crew near Cushing were expected to be completed Wednesday, a company

spokesman said.

However, the amount of oil that spilled is still not known.

Crews continued to clean up the site in a rural area about 3 miles south of Cushing — at the edge of the massive Cushing tank farm in Lincoln County.

The line operated by Centurion Pipeline LP, a subsidiary of Houston-based Occidental Petroleum Co., was struck by a third-party contractor conducting

excavation activities for another pipeline operator, causing the spill, Centurion said in a statement Wednesday.
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“Centurion contained the release, notified the appropriate authorities and is assisting with cleanup activities,” it said. “Repairs to the line are expected to be

completed” Wednesday.

“Centurion also is working with other parties involved to determine the cause of the incident in order to take appropriate measures to prevent similar incidents in

the future.

“We are commi�ed to safeguarding the environment and protecting the safety and health of our employees and neighboring communities.”

A spokesman for Centurion said the company is declining to say how much oil was spilled.

Oklahoma Corporation Commission spokesman Ma� Skinner said he was waiting to find out the amount.

However, he said that after the rupture occurred, the company and workers from other companies nearby moved quickly to shut off the line and notify

authorities.

Skinner said there is a creek near the spill but that “they kept it away from the creek. No oil got into the creek.”

The Cushing tank farm is one of the largest oil storage sites in the world.
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FILE - In this June 2, 2017 fi le photo, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt speaks in the Brady Press Briefing
Room of the White House in Washington. Speaking in Kentucky on Monday, Pruitt said he will sign a
proposed rule on Tuesday â ��to withdraw the so-called clean power plan of the past administration."
(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)

The Environmental Protection

Agency's efforts to repeal the Clean

Power Plan likely will have little

effect on Oklahoma, the state's

largest utility companies said

Monday.

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt

said he plans to repeal the plan

Tuesday.

The Barack Obama-era

environmental regulation was

designed to reduce emissions from

the country's power plants. Under

the plan, the EPA has said it expected Oklahoma to cut its greenhouse gas emissions rate from

power plants 32 percent by 2030.

As Oklahoma Attorney General, Pruitt fought the Clean Power Plan at every stage, including

in the draft stage before the rule was finalized in 2015.

But Oklahoma's electric utilities already have taken steps to reduce their emissions in effort to

comply with other regulations, including Regional Haze and the Mercury and Air Toxics

Standards (MATS).

"We've already started down the path," Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. spokeswoman

Kathleen O'Shea said. "We have an early January 2019 deadline to be in compliance for

Regional Haze, and we're continuing down that path."

OG&E has announced plans to install scrubbers on two coal units at its Sooner power plant

near Red Rock. The utility is in the process of installing the scrubbers.
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At an event on Monday meant to encourage an end to “the
war on coal,” Environmental Protection Agency Administrator
Scott Pruitt announced plans to roll back the Obama-era
Clean Power Plan, beginning a long pivot in an industry
where many companies are already committed to alternate
energy sources.

An EPA announcement explained the choice was made to
“facilitate the development of U.S. energy resources and
reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens associated with the
development of those resources.”

Supporters of clean energy initiatives have said they will not
back down in the face of an administration which remains
lukewarm on climate change. While politicians who support
the plan argue that it will put energy regulation back into the
hands of individual states, some of those states are set to
sue the EPA if the repeal is finalized. (Other states sued
when it went into effect.)

At least year’s ABB Customer
World conference in Houston,
several talks revolved around how
to comply with federal energy
regulations. The attitude there
was one of inevitability: as they
say, a big ship takes a long time
to turn around. Companies that
began installing new or different
equipment may not expect to

Megan
Crouse
Real-Time

Digital

Reporter

@abmdigi

Full Bio >

http://learn.mdtmag.com/20170119_clippard_pdd_360degree_lp-0?cmpid=regwallcontent&utm_source=Deeper%20Insights&__hstc=141644461.0d7f2e4601abcbc7ea60b1f2c41cdb75.1507815256357.1507815256357.1507815256357.1&__hssc=141644461.1.1507815256359&__hsfp=1100155521
http://learn.mdtmag.com/20170119_clippard_pdd_360degree_lp-0?cmpid=regwallcontent&utm_source=Deeper%20Insights&__hstc=141644461.0d7f2e4601abcbc7ea60b1f2c41cdb75.1507815256357.1507815256357.1507815256357.1&__hssc=141644461.1.1507815256359&__hsfp=1100155521
https://www.pddnet.com/topics/energy
https://www.pddnet.com/node/369456
https://twitter.com/@abmdigi
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/scott-pruitt-says-that-epa-will-repeal-the-clean-power-plan/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/climate/clean-power-plan.html?_r=0
http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/30/politics/resilience-climate-change/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/10/climate/epa-clean-power-plan.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://www.pddnet.com/staff-author/megan-crouse-0
http://www.twitter.com/@abmdigi
https://www.pddnet.com/staff-author/megan-crouse-0


10/12/2017 Industry Reacts to Clean Power Plan Repeal

https://www.pddnet.com/news/2017/10/industry-reacts-clean-power-plan-repeal 2/4

replace that equipment for many
years. In terms of job growth in new energy industries, the
U.S. solar workforce grew for four consecutive years to
260,000 total workers in January 2017. The coal mining
industry employs 52,000 people as of September 2017.

Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF) Policy Editor Steph
Munro said on Tuesday that coal is unlikely to return.

“Withdrawing the Clean Power Plan won’t clear the deck for
new coal generation. The economics of natural gas and
renewables are more favorable, now and in our future
scenarios. If Administrator Pruitt intends to bring back coal,
it will require some form of quota or mandate system. We
don’t see traction for coal mandates in Congress or the
regulatory bureaucracy. We reiterate our position that the
retirement of aging coal plants, combined with the
economics of natural gas and renewables, will continue to
drive reductions of greenhouse gas emissions in the power
sector. The other major source of CO2 are emissions from
vehicle tailpipes, which are the subject of a separate review
by the Trump administration."

Google, Apple, and Microsoft have all made statements in
support of the existing climate rules.

Other industry members, such as the chairman of the
Arkansas Public Service commission, said states could meet
the Clean Power Plan’s goals without “wrenching” changes
made at the federal level.

As of yesterday, the EPA has not announced a plan to
replace the previous one. Utility companies are now waiting
to find out how a replacement and possible litigation from
states or activist groups are likely to effect the industry.
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As Hurricane Harvey swept across the Houston area, torrential waves of rain built on top of
crude oil storage tanks at Valero Energy's Houston refinery, causing one of the roofs that float
atop the oil to flip almost on its side and release more than 235,000 pounds of toxic vapors and
other pollutants into the atmosphere.

IMAGE 1 OF 6
Large storage tanks in retention ponds are surrounded by rainwater left behind by Tropical Storm Harvey on Aug. 30,
2017, at ExxonMobil's refinery in Baytown. 

Photo: Tom Fox, MBR
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The collapse at Valero was one of more than 15 floating roof storage tanks that failed during the
record-setting storm, allowing a combined 3.1 million pounds of volatile chemicals to spew into
the air across the region, according to reports the companies filed with environmental agencies.
This series of failures, along with the breakdown of drainage systems designed to funnel water
off the roofs, exposed the vulnerabilities of floating roof tanks even as climatologists warn that
future storms will carry more rain as global temperatures rise and ocean waters warm.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has launched an investigation into the Valero tank
failure, which may include a broader inquiry into the potential weaknesses of floating roofs, but
declined comment. Environmental advocates and watchdog groups also have raised concerns
about the roof failures, which exposed nearby residents to high levels of harmful emissions.

The Valero refinery, for example, is surrounded by the Manchester neighborhood in East
Houston. When the floating roof collapsed during Hurricane Harvey, the company said, some
1,900 pounds of benzene, a volatile component of crude oil known to cause cancer, escaped into
the air.

"The effects on the communities could be devastating," said Adrian Shelley, Texas director for
Public Citizen. "There are homes that are literally in the shadows of these tanks."

Decades-old technology
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The cameras saw it all.
She Wore Very Little And You  
Won´t Believe What She  
Showed

About 400 of the more than 1,000 storage tanks in the Houston area employ floating roofs, but it
is difficult to keep tabs on the exact figure because the number of tanks is expanding rapidly as
the shale drilling boom transforms the Gulf Coast into hub for exporting crude, fuels and
petrochemicals. The region's crude storage capacity alone has more than doubled in just six
years, to more than 56 million barrels from 21 million, according to the investment research firm
Morningstar.

Floating roof tanks are designed to reduce
emissions by eliminating the buildup of
vapors above volatile liquids, using decades-
old technology for sealed roofs that float up
and down on top of the liquid depending on
levels in the tanks. The roofs have legs that
prevent them from dipping too low into the
tanks.

The tanks have drainage systems attached
to the roofs that are supposed to funnel out
rainfall and prevent too much from
accumulating and weighing down the
floating roofs. Rapid volumes of rain can
cause the drainage systems to fail or simply
overwhelm the roofs.

Most floating roofs are designed to hold up
to 10 inches of rain without drainage.
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FAILURES OF FLOATING-ROOF TANKS

During Hurricane Harvey, there were more than
15 incidents of floating roofs failing atop oil
storage tanks leading to more than 3.1 million
pounds of potentially dangerous emissions. These
notable incidents were reported by the industry.

- Magellan Midstream, 2 tanks, Aug. 31, Galena
Park terminal, 2.47 million pounds of emissions
from gasoline spills of nearly 11,000 barrels, which
was initially estimated at just 1,000 barrels.

- Kinder Morgan, 3 tanks, Aug. 27 and 30,
Pasadena terminal, nearly 260,000 pounds of
emissions from problems including "partially
submerged floating roof" issues.

- Valero Energy, 1 tank, Aug. 27, Houston refinery
near Manchester neighborhood, more than
235,000 pounds of emissions from the "partial
sinking" of a roof that was initially estimated at
just 3,350 pounds.

- Enterprise Products, 1 tank, Aug. 31, Galena
Park terminal, nearly 57,000 pounds of emissions
when rainfall exceeded the capacity of the storage
tank's roof drain.

- Royal Dutch Shell, 4 tanks, Aug. 28, Sept. 1 and
Sept. 1, Deer Park and Port Neches, nearly 50,000
pounds of emissions from three tank issues in Deer
Park and one in Port Neches, including issues
from sinking roofs caused by "significant roof
stress."

- Exxon Mobil, 1 tank, Aug. 27, Baytown, nearly
13,000 pounds of emissions when a "floating roof
partially sank during the excess rain event from
Hurricane Harvey."

- Flint Hills Resources, 1 tank, Sept. 5, Corpus
Christi, more than 10,000 pounds of emissions
from a vapor release with a floating roof tank
during the refinery restart process after Harvey.

- Marathon Petroleum, 1 tank, Aug. 27, Texas City,
nearly 8,000 pound of emission after a "roof was
observed to be tilting … due to excessive rainwater."

Harvey dropped more than 50 inches in some areas.

Floating roof tanks also were responsible for
the single-biggest spill of the storm. Some
11,000 barrels of gasoline - nearly 500,000
gallons - escaped from two storage tanks at
the Galena Park storage complex of Magellan
Midstream, an Oklahoma pipeline company.
About 11,000 people live in Galena Park.

While the spill was largely contained to
Magellan's property, much of the gasoline
evaporated, releasing some 2.5 million pounds
of pollutants into the air, including 13,000
pounds of benzene. The company says it's
still investigating the exact cause of the tank
failures.
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- Phillips 66, 2 tanks, Aug. 27 and Aug. 30,
Pasadena terminal, nearly 630 pounds of
emissions from floating roof tanks affected by the
storm.

Source: Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality
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says court can't suspend
pipeline decision
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"We will take the lessons learned from Hurricane Harvey and apply them to our natural disaster
plan in the future," Magellan spokesman Bruce Heine said.

Several of the worlds biggest energy giants also suffered floating roof failures, including Exxon
Mobil and Royal Dutch Shell, while Houston energy giants like Kinder Morgan, Enterprise
Products Partners and Phillips 66 all reported similar incidents. All told, these tank failures led to
the release of a combined 400,000 pounds.

Shell reported the most problems with floating
roof tanks. Four were affected by roof
collapses or drainage failures - three in Deer
Park and one at Port Neches. One roof sunk,
two others leaked from the stress of the rain,
and a fourth sprung a hole in its roof drain.

"As always we are reviewing our practices
and procedures following this event to look
for ways to prevent future incidents," said
Gary Guilhas, Shell's health, safety and
environment manager at Deer Park, he
added.

Todd Staples, president of the Texas Oil &
Gas Association, a trade group, said the
industry will conduct a review of tank failures
and look for ways to improve the design
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Perry defends travel, as
congressional inquiry
widens

Ensco cutting jobs, closing
local Atwood headquarters

LSU bounces back from loss to Troy with upset of
No. 21 Florida

Rig count falls amid signs
of slowing shale boom

standards and best practices for floating roof
tanks. Still, he added, the region's petroleum
storage complex proved itself safe and
resilient, arguing the number of spills and
leaks were minimal considering the massive
storm.

"It's a false narrative to see the response and
recovery as anything but remarkable," said
Todd Staples, president of the Texas Oil &
Gas Association. "This was the most
catastrophic rain event in the history of
Texas."

Time for a change?

Neither the state nor federal government have regulations that spell out specific design codes for
floating roofs and their drainage systems, but the industry's leading trade group, the American
Petroleum Institute, has published nearly 500 pages of recommended minimum standards for
storage tanks. Following those standards, however, is voluntary. API declined a request for an
interview.

The cameras saw it all.
She Wore Very Little And You  
Won´t Believe What She  
Showed

A safer alternative to the floating roof tanks could be so-called all weather tanks, according to
CB&I, an engineering and construction firm that describes itself as the energy industry's most
experienced tank builder. The all-weather tanks, also know as internal floating roof tanks,
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included a fixed roof above the floating roof to protect it from the weather. However, at least a
couple of Harvey's floating roof tank failures included internal roof tanks.

All-weather tanks cost 10 to 20 percent more than floating roof tanks, said Brad Veath, vice
president of sales for steel plate structures at CB&I, which is headquartered in The Woodlands.
Bigger and better drainage systems might also help avoid the roof collapses under extreme
conditions such as Hurricane Harvey, environmental watchdogs said.

Floating roof tanks, of course, weren't the only ones that experienced during Harvey. The
Arkema chemical plant in Crosby - prior to power failures and explosions - had two overflowing
tanks. BASF, Huntsman and Occidental Petroleum all reported storage tank leaks at chemical
plants in the Houston and Beaumont areas, and some other companies had smaller tanks that
became unmoored or flipped over.

But floating roofs experienced problems most frequently, and their failures released the most
pollutants.

Neil Carman, clean air program director for Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, the national
environmental advocacy group, called for thorough state and federal investigations into the
problems experienced by floating roof tanks and stricter laws and regulations for designing and
maintaining these tanks.

The roofs are simply not designed to handle as much water as Harvey dumped, Carman said,
and the drainage systems proved inadequate. He added that the industry can't assume that a
storm similar to Harvey won't hit the area again for many years.

"There's been a few problems in the past," Carman said, "but this time it's a much bigger issue
than the industry has experienced."

© 2017 Hearst Newspapers, LLC.
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A five-year safety study of dams along the U.S.-Mexico border done at the behest of the
International Boundary and Water Commission has revealed disturbing conditions.

“The safety inspection yielded urgent and high-priority deficiencies at five of the six dams,” reads
a section of the State Department’s 2018 Congressional Budget Justification report, which singled
out Amistad Dam in Val Verde County for special comments.

IMAGE 1 OF 11
The Anzalduas Dam on the Rio Grande in Mission, Texas, Nov. 12, 2015. The numbers of migrants crossing the Rio
Grande illegally have risen sharply in recent weeks, replaying scenes from the influx of Central ... more

Photo: Ilana Panich-Linsman / New York Times
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The report also notes that again this year, no money is allotted to the IBWC to repair the
defective dams.

The safety study was done by the “Joint Technical Advisors, which includes the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.”

The IBWC is a binational agency that deals
with treaty and water issues, including
boundary demarcation, water quality, flood control on the border and national ownership of
waters.

It also oversees the Morelos Dam on the Colorado River in California, and five dams on the Rio
Grande, from Retamal Dam east of McAllen to the American Dam in El Paso. Among them are
Amistad and Falcon Dams, which create large binational water reservoirs.

But exactly which dams have what problems remains largely unknown. Nor is it clear if any pose
a public safety risk.

Citing security and agency confidentiality reasons, an IWBC official declined to make the safety
report available or allow a reporter to speak to an engineer about the dams.

The agency has also refused to release the safety report and related documents in response to
Freedom of Information Act requests.

“There is nothing I can give you. It’s exempt from FOIA,” IWBC spokeswoman Lori
Kuczmanski said.
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“We can’t release our vulnerabilities. That’s really what it comes down to. These are binational
dams,” she added.

The five Texas congressmen whose districts include the Rio Grande also did not respond to email
requests by the San Antonio Express-News for comment on the safety report.

The congressional report also notes problems with the American Dam and American Canal,
which provide drinking water for El Paso.

“It is in very poor condition and requires replacing before it collapses,” reads the report,
apparently referring to the canal.

In discussing Amistad Dam, north of Del Rio, the report described specific problems.

“The final project design for the sinkhole remediation works at Amistad Dam is projected for
December 2017,” notes the report, while adding that the beginning of repair work lies
somewhere in the uncertain future.

“The initiation of the construction phase … continues to be deferred until future years. The cost
of these improvements is expected to be quite significant. Since it is a binational project, the
Mexican International Boundary and Water Commission is technically and financially
participating,” the report notes.

jmaccormack@express-news.net
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Trump’s pro-coal agenda is a blow for clean
air efforts at Texas' Big Bend park
For decades the national park’s stunning vistas have been compromised by poor air quality, and
prospects of improvement were derailed by Trump Tuesday

Wednesday 11 October 2017 13.34 EDT

B ig Bend national park is Texas at its most cinematic, with soaring, jagged forest peaks looming over
vast desert lowlands, at once haughty and humble, prickly and pretty. It is also among the most
remote places in the state. 

Even from Alpine, the town of 6,000 that is the main gateway to the park, it is more than an hour’s drive
to one of the entrances.

So far from anywhere, it might seem an unlikely location to be scarred by air pollution. Yet for decades its
stunning vistas have been compromised by poor air quality that Texas, working with the federal
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), is supposed to address. 

https://www.theguardian.com/profile/tom-dart
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/texas
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But environmental advocates fear that the Trump administration’s pro-coal agenda will derail the
prospects of improvement, at least in the short term. Tuesday’s announcement that the EPA plans to
abandon the 2015 Clean Power Plan to reduce carbon emissions came less than two weeks after the
agency revealed a revised plan to combat regional haze in Texas and Oklahoma that critics say will do
little to cut pollution.

Chrissy Mann, Austin-based senior campaign representative with the Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal
campaign, said: “Taken in combination with the Clean Power Plan, what we’re seeing is an attempt from
this administration and this EPA to dig in their pockets and find whatever kind of tricks they think are
going to stick to provide a lifeline to the coal industry across the country and here in Texas. It’s
disappointing.”

Texas is part of a multi-state coalition that sued to stop the Clean Power Plan, which was placed on hold
by the US supreme court last year.

Ken Paxton, the Texas attorney general, said in a statement: “It’s gratifying that our lawsuit against
Obama-era federal overreach was a catalyst for repeal of the plan. We look forward to working with the
administration to craft a new strategy that will protect the environment without hurting jobs and the
economy.”  

A back-and-forth between the EPA and Texas over regional haze has been in motion since 1999, when
the agency launched a concerted effort to deal with the problem, bidding to improve the air quality in Big
Bend national park, Guadalupe Mountains national park and in Oklahoma, the home state of the EPA
administrator, Scott Pruitt.

In 2009, the state enforcer, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, issued a plan that would
restore “natural visibility” to Big Bend by the year 2155. That was rejected as inadequate by the EPA in
2014.

The EPA wanted Texas to cut 230,000 tons of sulphur dioxide emissions per year to improve visibility
and reduce the risk of worsening respiratory diseases and heart disease and damaging soil, water, fish
and wildlife.

Two years later, finding “Texas relied on an analysis that obscured the benefits of potentially cost-
effective controls”, the EPA replaced parts of Texas’s emissions plan, calling for plant upgrades and a
target of “natural visibility” by 2064.

The Perseid meteor shower at the Texas Bend in Big Bend national
park in August 2016. Photograph: Jason Weingart / Barcroft Images

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/10/trump-climate-change-clean-power-plan-fightback
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Since you ’re here …

Texas sued the agency and won a stay of implementation in a federal appeals court. The state argued
that it is making reasonable progress and, along with industry representatives, claimed that enacting the
structural improvements – notably fitting some electricity plants with sulphur dioxide scrubbers – would
cost $2bn and be a backdoor way of forcing the closure of coal-fired power plants. That, it said, might put
the state at risk of power shortages and increased prices for consumers.

Last December, in the sunset days of the Obama administration, the EPA proposed another scheme that
would also have required older plants to upgrade their technology.

But in August this year, Pruitt’s EPA asked a federal court for more time – until the end of 2018 – to
come up with a way forward. When the judge refused, on 29 September the EPA unveiled a path that is
much more palatable for Texas and the power companies: one that wouldn’t require retrofitting, instead
claiming to achieve comparable results with an intrastate cap-and-trade programme. That would give
polluters allowances within an overall emissions budget that can be used or traded in a marketplace. 

Such programmes can be effective, but Mann, of the Sierra Club, contends that the cap is too high so will
not provide any incentive for meaningful reductions. “It’s not very aggressive. In other words, the
amount of pollution that coal plants in Texas are allowed to produce is actually higher than our emissions
from last year from the same coal plants, taken all together,” Mann said. 

The National Park Service and EPA carried out a study in 1999 to understand what causes haze in Big
Bend, which is worse in the warmer months. It found that sulphate particles formed from sulphur dioxide
sources such as coal power plants and refineries were a key cause.

Researchers discovered that substantial amounts of sulphate particulates came not only from Texas and
Mexico, but the distant eastern US. When air flows from the east, production in America’s coal heartlands
has an effect on Big Bend’s scenery.

Even if Trump’s efforts to boost coal collide with economic reality and market forces spur more growth in
renewable energy, any delays in transitioning to cleaner energy and reduced emissions prolong the haze
problem.

Air quality has not improved and ozone has seen a slight deterioration over the past decade, according to
Jeffery Bennett, physical sciences program coordinator at the park. “Nitrogen deposition has not changed
and remains a significant concern. Desert landscapes are especially sensitive to nitrogen,” he wrote in an
email in July.

“Mercury is an emerging concern,” he added, based on levels found in fish; it is unclear whether this is
because of atmospheric deposition or the legacy of nearby abandoned mercury mines.

The park faces Mexico and since Donald Trump entered the White House it has attracted attention as a
particularly unsuitable place to build a wall.

Still, in a few years, tourists might find that while Trump might have failed to wall off the Big Bend from
Mexico, the view is blocked all the same. “If you’re standing here in Panther Junction and not able to see
the Sierra del Carmen that’s 20 miles away, because of the sulphates and other pollutions that blew in,
you’re missing a big part of why this became a park,” Jennette Jurado, the park’s public information
officer, said earlier this year at the main visitor centre.

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/files/epress/28702629.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/2016/12/18/texas-epa-proposing-more-emissions-restrictions/https://www.texastribune.org/2016/12/18/texas-epa-proposing-more-emissions-restrictions/
http://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526612415/in-big-bend-texas-theres-bipartisan-consensus-no-border-wall
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… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but advertising
revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations, we haven’t put up a
paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can see why we need to ask for your
help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money and hard work to
produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters – because it might well be your
perspective, too.

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all and not a
commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less means still
have access to information. Thomasine F-R.
If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much more
secure.
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As climate changes, San Antonio gets hotter
Express-News Editorial Board Published 5:34 pm, Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

San Antonio is not immune from climate change. As the Earth has warmed over the past century, San Antonio has warmed right along with it. Since the 
1880s, temperatures in the Alamo City have risen about 2.4 degrees, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has reported.

Globally, temperatures are up about 2 degrees.

While this might not sound like much, it is significant, fueling the melting of land ice and rising of sea levels. If greenhouse gas emissions are left unchecked, 
models predict sustained temperature increases. The predictions vary widely: 2.5 degrees to 8 degrees. But the trend, as Express-News reporter Brendan 
Gibbons recently outlined, is warmer and warmer.

The most obvious effect will be more triple-digit days locally. The new normal by the second half of this century will be 60 days a year of triple-digit temps. 
That’s good news for folks who want to fry eggs on their sidewalks, but it will be a drag on our livability. 

Outside workers — roofers, landscapers, construction workers — will suffer and productivity will decline.

It will cost more to keep our homes cool. Productivity and economic output will suffer. Heat-related deaths will be more likely. Food prices will likely increase.

It wasn’t always this hot.

In the 1890s, there were 39 recorded days of triple-digit temperatures. That’s for an entire decade. In the 1930s, there were 61 triple-digit days. In the 1960s, 
there were 92 such days. In the 1990s, there were 144 days when the mercury hit at least 100 degrees.

Isaac Cruz Saucedo protects himself from extreme sun exposure as Beldon Roofing workers take on a job at Sunshine Cottage during the heat of the day on July 21. When climate scientists look 
at how global warming will change San Antonio, one clear signal emerges: An already-hot city is going to get hotter.
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In recent years, San Antonio has come close to 60 days of triple-digit temps. In 2009, we hit 100 degrees 59 times, for example. In 2011, there were 57 such 
days.

The threat of climate change is widespread and compared to the span of a human life, relatively slow-moving. But the consensus among scientists is that a 
warmer world will be a place of extreme weather, famine, intensified flooding on the coasts and the displacement of people.

The scale is so big, it’s easy to feel helpless. But we’re not. Action starts by accepting climate science and demanding that our elected officials accept and 
follow the science, as well. It means reducing emission where possible, and supporting the production and development of solar and wind energy sources.

San Antonio and the Earth have been warming, and we have a moral obligation to future generations and the planet to respond to that reality.

© 2017 Hearst Communications, Inc.
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Oklahoma City is closer to securing water needed to sustain long-term growth — but a

decision to grant a permit for southeastern Oklahoma water did not sit well with some

residents of the region.

The Oklahoma Water Resources Board voted Tuesday to grant Oklahoma City a permit for

115,000 acre feet of water per year from the Kiamichi basin. The board's vote was 6-1.

The board followed the recommendation of hearing examiner Lyn Martin-Diehl, who

concluded after a five-day hearing in August that the city was entitled to the permit under

Oklahoma law.

Oklahoma City has storage rights to Sardis Lake reservoir water and first applied for a permit

to appropriate water in 2007. Sardis is on Jack Fork Creek, a Kiamichi tributary.

Water is to be diverted from the Kiamichi River at Moyers Crossing in Pushmataha County,

downstream from Talihina and above Antlers, for transfer by pipeline to Lake Stanley Draper.

It will be some time before the city needs the Sardis water. Plans are for more than $1 billion

in infrastructure investments in diversion structures and pipelines.

The city has plans to expand the Atoka pipeline that empties into Draper reservoir, adding a

second pipe along the 100-mile right-of-way and more than doubling its capacity.

Martin-Diehl found that the water sought by Oklahoma City is available for appropriation

from Sardis and that Oklahoma City plans to put it to "beneficial use," a key requirement

under the law for obtaining a permit to take water from streams.

Martin-Diehl wrote that Oklahoma City's use of Sardis water would not interfere with the

needs of water users in the Kiamichi stream system.

Adequate protections are built into last year's water settlement among the city, state and

Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, she said.

That agreement is intended to end litigation over management of southeastern Oklahoma

water.

It includes detailed plans for managing Sardis Lake reservoir levels and Kiamichi River

streamflows, and provides for a tribal role in resource management across the region.

More than a dozen southeastern Oklahoma residents traveled to Oklahoma City to attend

Board grants OKC permit for Kiamichi water
 by William Crum •  Published: October 12, 2017 5:00 AM CDT  •  Updated: October 12, 2017 5:00 AM CDT
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Tuesday's meeting of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board.

Dale Jackson, of Clayton, whose family has had land along the Kiamichi River for nearly 100

years, said Wednesday that granting Oklahoma City's request for water was "Robin Hood in

reverse."

He said the basin's ecology will be ruined and abundant wildlife, including eagles that feed

along the stream, will be harmed once Oklahoma City starts diverting water, calling eagles on

the river "a sight to see."

Granting the permit is "not right and not fair, it's a shame and disgrace," Jackson said.

"They've spent millions to try and steal this from us."

William Crum

OU and Norman High School graduate, formerly worked as a reporter and editor for the Associated

Press, the Star Tribune in Minneapolis, and the... read more ›
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